Division:
Separatlon by difference of

opinion or feeling;
disagreement; dissensio

Yes, there is division in our world today - in our nation - in our churches - in our families - in our marriag-
es. Through this season of pandemic, we have done a lot of counseling. Couples are at home together, but ex-
periencing division, often because they are not accustomed to having that much time together. There are re-
ports of increased marital strife and even domestic violence due to couples and families being “cooped up to-
gether.” Brothers and sisters, this should not be so!

God’s plan for marriage is for two very different people to come together in the oneness of the marriage
relationship. God’s plan is for marriage to be an earthly representation of the oneness, closeness, and unity
seen in the very nature of our God. The Bible speaks of unity among the family (biological and church) from
beginning to end. In 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, Paul appeals for unity among believers. He wrote to Titus (Titus
3:9-11), that Titus was to warn the person who stirred up division and if they didn’t quit, he shouldn’t have
anything to do with that person. Remember, peace is not the absence of conflict, it is resolving conflict in
peaceful ways. God commands unity in marriage and in the church.

Satan sows division - he wants to see couples, families, churches, and even the nation in terrible times of
upheaval and division. He has been doing a really good job of egging on the division in today’s environment!
The question is, “are we going to allow Satan to divide us? Or are we going to stand firm in the Spirit and
work through the problems we face together - even growing through the adversity we face. It is really our
choice; the prophet, Amos asked, ‘Can two walk together unless they have agreed?’ The Lord will empower
us to work through our differences, but we must make the choice to work together rather than allowing differ-
ences to cause division and even ruin our relationships.

What are you doing? Are you sowing division or involved in divisive conversations? If so, please see Ro-
mans 16:17-18 and Proverbs 6:16-19 - the Word of God speaks quite strongly against divisiveness. Are you
growing in unity in your marriage? Or are you allowing division to tear your marriage down - even tear it
apart? Yes, we must stand for truth, but God calls us to be ambassadors of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:20).
He desires that we seek unity in our marriage, family, church, and our nation - be an ambassador of reconcilia-
tion.

Helpful Resources: Fortified Marriages Resource page: www.fortifiedmarriages.com
The Fortified Marriages Manual & Workbook is a great resource helping couples experience peace in their
marriage relationships. Also see:
Articles to check out: Covenant: The great divide of marital strife by Louis McBurney -
www.focusonthefamily.ca
Spirit of Cooperation vs. Division in Marriage by Gary Emery
www.emerycounseling.com




