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Visit our website

www.fortifiedmarriages.com

to find out more about
the ministry and how
you can get involved.

The website also has a
great deal of marriage
resources and links to
other marriage organi-
zations available.

Donations are tax-
deductable and make
the ministry to couples
locally and internation-
ally possible.
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Marriage: Representative of God’s Nature | - \ / ’
God created mankind, male and female in His image | ﬁ \
according to Genesis 2:27. As Christ and His father are one | f.“,\ ""“"\:"d Q !
(John 10:?0?, the husband and wife also are or?e (Ephesians "\.\ S /f’ \\ &"}1// i
5:31). This is a profound mystery, but something that e e

deeply affects the marriage relationship. Marriage is not an institution we can manipulate
and change at will or because the culture of the day demands change. It is an earthly repre-
sentation of the very nature of God. Oneness, unity, community, singleness of purpose; this
is who God is! Unfortunately, marriage today does not reflect this oneness, unity, commu-
nity, and singleness of purpose in marriage is very rarely ever seen.

What a concept; that a husband and wife should work together in unity and singleness of
purpose! If we, in the church would do this, it would revolutionize our marriages, the church
and change the world. We need to get back to the basics and quit arguing over our differ-
ences and use those differences to strengthen our marriages and be a testimony of who our
God is. Mankind has too long misrepresented God through marriages in which men use their
physical strength to put down women and women manipulate and slyly seek their own way.
This is the “war of the ages” that began with the fall in the garden. With the fall, we see that
selfishness and separation tend to characterize marriage rather than oneness and unity.

Divorce: A Modern-Day Plague

Divorce rips apart the representation of the image of God and children
then come between husband and wife rather than proceeding from them.
God hates divorce for good reason, it puts children in place they were not
meant to be. Research has found that 15% of children of divorce experience

serious social, emotional or psychological problems due to their parents’
divorce. In the United States alone, approximately one million children a year experience
this ripping apart of their families. This means that 150,000 children a year are experiencing
serious problems; compound this number over the past 25 years and we find a plague de-
stroying not only the U.S., but many other nations as well.

As a fictional divorce judge said in a movie; “gays are not the problem with marriage,
you people are.” He was referring to a couple who married on a whim and then wanted a
divorce. Gay marriage is not the problem with marriage, it is the fact that the divorce rate in
the church is the same as it is in the “world.” How can we proclaim a standard for marriage
when we so thoughtlessly throw away our own marriages? If the church wants to make a
difference in the culture today, it must begin by upholding the sanctity of marriage. Mar-
riage must be held to a higher standard in the Church of Jesus Christ!



The Answer: Christ-Centered Marriages

Counseling, seminars, and love dares are all well and good, but if we do not turn back to the one who created the in-
stitution of marriage, we cannot hope to have marriages that will represent God to a culture that so desperately needs
Him. We must learn and live out God’s purpose for marriage; oneness, unity, community, single- 2 v
ness of purpose; it is who God is! Ecclesiastes 4:9 tells us that two are better than one, we are
meant to work together in the marriage relationship. It is to be a relationship of love and sacrifice | ]
as we see in the life of Christ and how He related to the Father and to the Church. Marriage is
hard because we make it hard; we are so selfish and self-centered; this is not something that glori-
fies God and it does not represent who God is. When we live out who we are in Christ, as new
creations in Christ, we can be the husbands and wives that will better live out marriage as God
intended it to be; marriages that will represent the nature of God to the world.

Can My Marriage Be Saved?
. Research demonstrated that 86% of unhappily married people who remained in their marriage found that,
.. five years later, their marriages were happier; rating very happy or quite happy. Problems and unhappiness does
=i 1Ot Mean that the marriage is over. Can My Marriage Be Saved? presents 22 true stories of couples on the brink
of divorce, yet they not only survived, but went on to minister to other couples. This book gives hope to the hurting and

is a resource for those helping other couples. More information can be found at www.savedmarriagenetwork.com.

Action Point: What are you going to do?

It takes two whole people to become one in the mar- The selfishness we all tend toward needs to go away;
riage relationship. If sin or past problems keep you from we need to live for others as Christ lived for us. Yes, you
being the husband or wife God wants you to be, get help! need healthy boundaries and it does not mean that you
You cannot change your spouse, but you can, with God’s allow the sin of your spouse to drag you down also, but
help, change yourself. Develop a healthy walk with the when you lead a godly, Christ-centered life, your spouse
Lord and it will change your marriage allowing God to has the opportunity to rise up and do the same. When you
work your spouse’s life. Live out who you are in Christ; both live for Christ, the resulting Christ-centered marriage
be the new creation, God intends for you to be. will be a testimony to God and bring fulfillment to your

lives and marriage.
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TL“ _@ Resources Available at www.fortifiedmarriages.com
b . « » .- . o |
A2\ 7 / » Click “Manual” to learn about the Fortified Marriages ;
= ﬂg\ﬂg\_‘@ LC_T}F\ . 3 manual and workbook.
PO Box 7385 » Articles and info_rmation are_also available to learn more
Chandler, AZ 85246 about God’s design for marriage.

» Also find articles and information about divorce and
what you can do to prevent divorce—nhelp is available! There is also
a compilation of statistics about divorce and it’s cost.

Phone: 480-699-2515
E-mail: info@fortifiedmarriages.com
Website: www.fortifiedmarriages.com

Fortified Marriages Ministry is a 501(c)3, non-profit organization seeking to build strong marriages to withstand the
storms that will come. Please consider partnering with us to affect marriages and help couples leave a Godly legacy.
Ministry partners may donate to the cause of building strong marriages, become monthly contributors, pray regularly for
the ministry, or by letting others know about the ministry. More information is available at http://
www.fortifiedmarriages.com/page.php?22.



